
KERSHAW COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD 
BYLAWS 

Amended: April 22, 2024 

ARTICLE I: NAME AND AUTHORITY 

This organization shall be called The Board of Trustees of the Kershaw County Library, 
hereafter referred to as the "Library Board," existing by virtue of Kershaw County, South 
Carolina Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18 - Libraries, Article 1, Sec. 18-1 and 18-2 and 
Article II - Board of Trustees, Sec. 18-25 through 28, and pursuant to South Carolina 
Code of Laws, Title 4, Chapter 9, Sections 35-39, and exercising the powers and 
authority and assuming the responsibilities delegated to it under the said statutes. 

ARTICLE II- PURPOSE AND DUTIES OF THE LIBRARY BOARD 

Section 1: Govern the operation and activities of the Library as set forth in Title 4, 
Chapter 9, Sections 36 and 37 of the Code of Laws of the State of South Carolina. The 
Library Board shall employ a Director to serve as administrative officer of the Kershaw 
County Library. 

Section 2: Adopt bylaws and rules for its own guidance, and for the governing of the 
Library, in compliance with State and County laws and regulations. 

Section 3: Support Library efforts that will provide and make available books, library 
materials, services, programs, and other resources to County residents consistent with 
the Library's mission. 

Section 4: Devise policies and regulations governing the use of library materials, 
equipment, services, and facilities that benefit all users. Library policies shall be 
reviewed and updated as needed. The Library Director shall provide the Library Board a 
list of all policies and dates of last revision on a regular basis. 

Section 5: Support state and national legislation that enhances the development of 
libraries. 

ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1: Eligibility 

Seven (7) Library Board members shall be appointed by members of the Kershaw 
County Council for staggered terms of four (4) years and/or until qualified successors 
are appointed. After the service of two consecutive four-year terms, a member shall 
not be eligible for immediate reappointment. The Library Board, and the Director, will 
proactively seek out qualified and interested candidates to recommend to County 
Council. To the extent possible, recommendations will be made representing all the 
geographical areas of the County. 
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Section 2: Vacancies and Removals 

a. Vacancies shall be filled in the manner of original appointment for the unexpired 
term. 

b. The minutes of each regular meeting shall indicate the attendance and absence 
of each member. 

c. Any member who is absent from five (5) or more of the regular meetings within a 
fiscal year (July 1 - June 30) shall be requested to voluntarily resign from the 
Library Board. 

d. The Library Board Chair shall notify Kershaw County Council of resignations and 
vacancies within 30 days of the effective date of the vacancy and the County 
Council shall fill the vacancy created in the manner of the original appointment 
for the unexpired term of such member. 

Section 3: Advocacy 

Library Board members shall fully support and embrace the mission, vision, and values 
of the Kershaw County Library. 

ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS 

Section 1 : Selection 

The Library Board officers shall be a Chair, a Vice-Chair, a Secretary and a Treasurer 
who shall each serve a one-year term. Officers shall be elected annually at the June 
meeting corresponding with the end of the fiscal year, by a majority of the members 
present and voting. An officer may be removed for failing to carry out the duties of the 
position. This action shall be voted upon by a majority of Library Board members 
present and voting at a regular meeting. 

Section 2: Duties 

a. The Chair shall preside over all meetings of the Library Board, appoint committee 
members, and perform all executive duties. 

b. In case of absence or inability of the Chair to carry out executive responsibilities, 
the Vice-Chair shall assume them. 

c. The Secretary shall record the official minutes of meetings of the Library Board 
and distribute copies of them to all Library Board members and the director, and 
perform such duties as required. 

d. The Treasurer or Vice Chair shall co-sign all Library Board checks and shall 
perform such duties as generally devolve upon the office. 

ARTICLE V: MEETINGS 

Section ·1: Regular Meetings 

a. Regular publicized meetings shall be held no fewer than four times per year. 
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b. The meeting schedule shall be publicized on the KC Library website and 
members of the public may attend meetings of the Library Board. Anyone who 
wishes to address the Library Board shall request a place on the agenda not later 
than 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 

Section 2: Special Meetings 

Special meetings may be called by the Chair or a majority of the Trustees. 

Section 3: Quorum 

a. A quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting shall consist of four (4) 
members. 

b. Any member of the Library Board may participate in, and be regarded as present 
at, any meeting of the Library Board by virtual means of communication by which 
all persons participating in the meeting can hear each other at the same time. 
The vote of any member attending the meeting virtually shall be valid. 

Section 4: Notice of Meetings 

Meeting notices, minutes from the previous meeting, budgetary issues, and agendas 
shall be provided to Library Board members at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. The 
Library Director, with assistance from the Library Board Chair shall prepare the agenda 
for each meeting. Copies of committee reports, other reference materials as deemed 
necessary to conduct the business of the Library Board shall also be included in the 
agenda packets. 

Section 5: Order of Business 

The Order of Business at regular meetings shall include, but is not limited to the 
following: 

a. Call to Order 
b. Public Comments 
c. Adoption of Agenda 
d. Approval of Minutes 
e. Director's Report including Financial Report 
f. Chair's Report 
g. Old Business including committee reports 
h. New Business 
i. Adjournment 

Section 6: Parliamentary Authority 

All proceedings shall follow the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly 
Revised. 
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ARTICLE VI: GIFTS 

All gifts of property, money or securities shall be held or disposed of as directed by a 
majority vote of the Library Board. All monetary gifts to the library shall be deposited in 
financial institutions as designated by the Library Board. Such decisions made by the 
Library Board will be based on the best interest of the Kershaw County Library. 

ARTICLE VII: AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to these by-laws may be made at any regular meeting of the Library 
Board by the affirmative vote of the majority of the Library Board members present and 
voting, after notification in writing either via mail or electronically, to each member at 
least fourteen (14) days before the meeting at which the voting is to take place. 

Kershaw County Library Board 

Chair Date 

Attest Date 
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